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Summary Description 

Rich Bottom Farm is located on a ten-acre site on the east s i d e  of 
Hillsboro Road (Route 690) in the Loudoun Valley area of Loudoun County, 
one mile north of t h e  Town of Purcellville. The  house is a two-story, 
gable-roofed structure that was b u i l t  in three sec t i ons  between ca, 1780 
and ca. 1820. The eastern and central sections are constructed of 
limestone masonry walls w i t h  interior end chimneys b u i l t  at each end of 
the structure. The third section, b u i l t  ca. 1820, is constructed of 
hand-made brick with an interior end chimney at the west gable end of t h e  
structure. The dwelling r e t a i n s  two-thirds of its o r i g i n a l  flooring, 
o r i g i n a l  mantels, original ,  chair rails, as well as original b u i l t - i n  
cabinets on both f l o o r s  of t h e  ca. 1820 addition. It was constructed 
w i t h  corresponding front and rear entrance doors in each of t h e  three 
sections. A single-story masonry-stucco addition was added to t h e  rear 
of t h e  western addition in the first half of t h e  twentieth century. Two 
historic Limestone masonry outbuildings sunrive on t h e  p rope r ty  -- a 
smokehouse and a two-story springhouse. The  proper ty  is in excellent 
cond i t i on  and has had very little a l t e r a t i on  s ince  its construction. The 
p rope r ty  maintains its historic integrity in terns of design, s e t t i n g ,  
materials, wormanship and feeling. 

~etaiied bescr ipt ion  

It is known f r o m  the Index to T i t h a b l e s  that Samuel Purcell l i v e d  on 
t h e  p roper ty  by t h e  3780's. This information coupled with the 
architectural charac te r  suggests c o n s t r u c t i o n  during t h i s  period. 

The house is s i t u a t e d  in the  southwest quadrant of t h e  ten-acre 
Proper ty .  The west gable end f i n s  pa ra l l e l  to State Route  690 (HiZlsboro 
Read) and is 68 yards from the road, A grass yard of approximately 2 
acres surrounds the primary dwelling and the t w o  or ig ina l  dependencies. 
A limestone-masonry smokehouse is located 15 feet southeast of t h e  east 
gable end of the primary dwelling. A f u n c t i o n a l  two-story l imes tone  
masonry springhause is located 138 feet south of the southeast corner of 
t h e  primary dwelling. A 70-foot diameter pond, f e d  by the  springhouse is 
located 45  feet to the southwest of the  springhouse. The pond is located 
10 feet i n s i d e  the p r o p e r t y  l i n e  which borders S t a t e  Route 690 tQ t h e  
southwest. Located no r th  of the primary s t ructure  is a two-acre wooded 
area Iovergrown orchard) . Located 7s yards east of t h e  east gable end of 
the  house is a six-acre hay f i e l d .  
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Facing south, is a three-part, two-story , 1 imestone masonry house 
w i t h  a limestone foundation, a gable roof, and three chimneys. One 
chimney is situated at the east and west gable ends respectively. A 
t h i r d  chimney extends through the peak of t h e  gable roof 2 4  feet from t h e  
west gable end. The stone foundation c o n t a i n s  a basement in the central 
section of the  dwelling. The basement has a ceiling he igh t  of s i x  and 
one-half feet and is accessed by a staircase in the eastern section of 
the house. 

An eight-bay late-nineteenth-century frame porch spans t h e  entire 
south front of the dwelling. Evidence of an earlier porch is found in 
three stone s t e p s  beneath t h e  porch f l o o r  between t h e  eastern and central  
stone sections of the dwelling. 

The walls in the eastern and central sections of the house are 
twenty-inch thick, roughly c u t  limestone. The courses above ground are 
more regular than t h o s e  of the foundation walls. The walls are load 
bearing with hewn Log f l o o r  j o i s t s  running north-south s e t  directly i n t o  
the stone. The w a l l  stones range in length from twenty-eight inches to 
less than s i x  inches.  Four teen  inches is the t y p i c a l  length and s i x  
inches  t h e  typical height .  T h e  vast  major i ty  of the o r i g i n a l  mortar is 
in place. Approximately 10% of the mortar has been replaced. There are 
no gaps between the stones. The walls retain their structural integrity. 
There are no quoins or belt courses. 

The walls in t he  w e s t e r n  section of the  house a r e  constructed 
sixteen-inch thick, handmade clay br i ck  r e s t i n g  on a stone foundation. 
The typical b r i c k  s i z e  is 8 1/2 inches long, 4 i n c h e s  w i d e  and 2 inches 
thick. The b r i c k s  are laid-in American-bond pattern with flush mortar 
j o i n t s .  The exterior b r i c k  in this section is painted and a l l  mortar 
appears  ta be original. 

The south elevation was originally the f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  and remains 
so today. T h e  ca. 1820 western br ick  section has three windows 
spmetrically placed an the second f l o o r  over t w o  windows and a door on 
the first f l o o r .  The windows are six-over-six double-hung sash, fit 
f l u s h  w i t h  the e x t e r i o r  surface and r e t a i n  over seventy percen t  of their 
o r i g i n a l  glazing. The first-f l o o r  doorway r e t a in s  its original, s ix-  
panelled, wooden door. The doorway is surmounted by a wooden header and 
is recessed twelve inches  from the exterior brick surface. 
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The cent ra l  Limestone s e c t i o n  of the hause has t w o  windows 
symmetrically placed on the second floor directly aver two windows and a 
door in the center of t h e  first f l o o r .  These windows are six-over-six 
double-hung sash windows, fit flush with the e x t e r i o r  s t o n e  surface and 
retain sixty-five percent af their original g l a z i n g .  The f i r s t - f l o o r  
doorway has a replaced six-panelled, wooden door and is recessed f o u r  
inches from the exterior surface in its or ig ina l  frame. 

The eastern section, built ca. 1780 of l imes tone  construction, has 
two windows symmetrically placed on the second f l o o r .  The first f loo r  
has a door centered between the second-floor w i n d o w s .  As in the  previous 
two sections, the windows have six-over-six double-hung sash. The first- 
f l o o r  doorway has a replaced six-panelled, wooden door and is recessed 
four inches from the exterior surface in its original frame. 

The north elevation is s imi l a r  to the south elevation xith windows 
and doors corresponding to the south elevation in each af the three 
sections to provide ventilation and access. T h e  second s t o r y  of the 
eastern third of the house has one window centered in t he  wall. 

The gable roof is covered by standing-seam sheet metal over the 
o r i g i n a l  hand-cut shingles. The r a f t e r s  are hand c u t  and a r e  joined by 
the mortise and t e n o n  method of construction, R a f t e r  ends are exposed an 
the  eastern and central sections of t h e  dwelling at the rear. The r a f t e r  
ends are exposed on the eas te rn  section of the  dwelling at the front, 
while a box cornice extends across the central and western  sections. 

A masonry/stucco-covered one-s to ry  addition, dating f r o m  the  first 
half of the twentieth century, .  extends northward from the  rear of the 
western s e c t i o n  of the house,  It contains one six-over-six double-hung 
sash window on each of t h e  west,  n o r t h  and east exposures. It has a 
standing-seam metal shed roof which joins the b r i c k  n o r t h  wall of the  
western  addition be low the  second-floor windows. 

T h e  house faces south, is 96 feet long and 19' w i d e  w i t h  
corresponding front and rear  e n t r a n c e  doors in each of the three sections 
f o r  ventilation and access. The s i x  rooms i n  t h e  house ( three  up, three 
down} Connect w i t h o u t  hallways. The house c o n t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  horse 
hair and plaster i n t e r i o r  walls, woodwork, and trim- 
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The first floor of t h e  house at ~ i c h  Bottom Farm contains three 
rooms, one room in each of t h e  east, central  and west sections, The 
first f l o o r  of the east s e c t i o n  has a stone cooking fireplace and oven on 
the east end exposed stone wall. A hand-hewn chestnut log, 10 feet long 
16 inches high and 12 inches thick, serves as t h e  lintel far the firebox. 
A n  unusual feature is an additional wood piece on t h e  sight side of the 
firebox opening that is 19 inches w i d e ,  2 1/2 inches  thick and 2 8  inches 
deep. The r i g h t  end of t h e  lintel rests on t h i s  wood piece. The pine 
floorboards have been replaced (approximately 20 years ago). The t w o  
doors and windows have p l a i n  pine reveals .  The walls are whitewashed 
plaster and have p i n e  base molding. The ceiling has exposed beams 
running north-south w i t h  the second-story flooring resting above. The 
ceiling height is 7 feet I0 inches. An original boxed staircase provides 
access to t h e  room above. It begins parallel to the south wall and t u r n s  
to parallel the west wall and is constructed of pine and c h e s t n u t .  

The first-floor central  room bas a stone fireplace on t h e  w e s t  
i n t e r i o r  wall featuring an original carved mantel and original built-in 
two door cupboard. The pine and chestnut f loor ing  in t h i s  room is 
or ig ina l .  The two doors and four windows have plain pine reveals. T h e  
walls are whitewashed plaster  and have pine base molding. The ceiling 
has @$posed original hand-hewn beams with chamfered edges. A whitewashed 
plaster ceiling is between the beams. Ceiling height is 7 feet 6 inches, 
I n t e r i o r  framed passageways to t h i s  room are located in the northeast and 
southwest corners respectively. 

The f i r s t - f loor  w e s t  r o a m  has a b r i c k  masonry fireplace centered in 
t h e  west ex te r io r  wall. T h i s  wall features t h e  o r i g i n a l  caned mantel as 
Well as or ig ina l  b u i l t - i n  cabinets with upper shelves and lower cabinets 
with panelled doors on each' s'ide of the fireplace. The  heart  of pine 
flooring in this room is o r i g i n a l .  The walls and ceiling are f in ished in 
whitewashed plaster.  The ceiling height is 7 fee t  11 inches. The 
original pine paneled staircase is located on the east wall and rises in 
a n o r t h e r l y  direction. The staircase features a rounded newel, turned 
balusters, and a sculpted hand r a i l  that is rounded at the newel p o s t -  
The stair risers are o r i g i n a l  heart of pine secured by c u t  nails. The 
o r i g i n a l  doors and windows have p l a i n  pine reveals. 
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The masonryJstucco addition is a single-story one-room structure 
connected to t h e  rear of the western a d d i t i o n  by means of a framed 
passageway which was created by t h e  lowering of t h e  original window in 
the center of the north wall. Cons t ruc t ed  in t h e  first h a l f  of the 
twentieth century, it has whitewashed plaster  walls. 

The second f l o o r  plan is similar to the Eirst. All walls have 
original horse h a i r  whitewashed plaster  and feature original painted 
chair rails in t h e  central and east rooms, The pine f l o o r  in the east 
room was replaced approximately 20 years ago. The ceiling has or ig ina l  
hand-hewn beams w i t h  cham£ ered edges. Whitewashed hand-planed a t t i c  
f loo r  boards comprise the ceiling. The c e i l i n g  height  is 7 feet.  An 
or ig ina l  boxed staircase, corresponding in location t o  the f i r s t - f l o o r  
staircase, accesses the attic on t he  east end of the s t r uc tu r e .  The  
o r ig ina l  windows are recessed. 

The second-floor central  roam has a plaster ceiling, 7 feet in 
he igh t ,  recessed w i n d o w s ,  o r i g i n a l  wide chestnut board flooring and an 
exposed whitewashed stone wall on the west i n t e r i o r  exposure. I n t e r i o r  
framed passageways to this section are located in the  northeast and 
nor thwes t  corners respectively. 

'The second-floor west room contains a bathroom t h a t  was added in t h e  
twentieth century in the southeast corner, An original boxed staircase 
located above t h e  main staircase provides access to t h e  attic. The walls 
and ceiling are covered in whitewashed plas ter .  The ceiling is 7 feet 
high. The windows are recessed w i t h  pine  reveals, The room features a 
b r i c k  masonry fireplace centered on the west exterior wall w i t h  a 
horizontally reeded frieze. A molded s h e l f  is supported by engaged 
Tuscan columns. O r i g i n a l  cabinets with reeded v e r t i c a l  t r i m  flank 
t h e  fireplace, The original f l o o r i n g  in t h i s  section of t h e  house is 
h e a r t  of p i n e .  

There are t w o  o r i g i n a l  secondary s t ruc tu res  on the property. A 
limestone masonry smokehouse and a two-story limestone masonry 
springhouse. Both s t r u c t u r e s  feature plastered i n t e r i o r  walls and have 
metal r o o f s .  The walls are twenty inches thick in both structures. The 
c a r n e r s t o n e  of t h e  smokehouse is initialled and dated 1 7 9 7 .  
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The s~r inshouse  has bean restored to its o r i g i n a l  opera t ing  
condition. -  he-water passes through a canal traveling in a north-south 
direction along the interior of the west wall. The second-level grain 
storage l o f t  has its or ig ina l  floor. The exterior staircase was 
reconstructed in its original l o c a t i o n  using wall anchor holes and 
foundation stones discovered in the course of restoration. The three 
lower-level ventilation openings were reconstructed using a few remaining 
o r i g i n a l  bars as pat terns ,  

This prope r ty  with its original  single dwelling and two o r i g i n a l  
secondary structures presents a true window to cultural life in Western 
Loudoun in t h e  l a t e  e ighteenth  and early nineteenth centuries. 

To preserve the property and protect faithfully its h i s to r i ca l  
integrity, the  c u r r e n t  owners Mr. and M r s .  Arthur  Richmond restored t h e  
proper ty  in 1994 and 1995. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Rich Bottom farm is significant as a well presemed example of 
Federal-style architecture.  It is a two-story, gable-roofed structure. 
Construction started ca. 1780 on a s t o n e  house that evolved i n t o  a three- 
p a r t  house by 1820, The house has limestone masonry walls in the eastern 
and central sections and handmade brick walls in t h e  w e s t e r n  section. 
The door alignment, l a c k  of hallways and l i n t e l  construction of the 
cooking f i rep lace  in the east gable section are of architectural 
significance in this dwelling. 

The house is t h e  late-eighteenth-century dwelling cf prosperous 
grain farmer Samuel Purcell and it remained in t h e  possession of the same 
family u n t i l  1940, The house and structures on the p rop f r t y  maintain 
their historical character and architectural integrity. 

HI STORICBL BACKGROUND 

Rich Bottom Farm is the late-eighteenth-century home of Samuel 
Purcell for whose descendants the town of PurcellvilLe was named. 
Samuel, seventh son of Thomas Purcell (Pursell, Pursly) and Mary Van 
Hook, j was born in 1 7 ~ 7 ~  in a 1 1/2-s tory  log house located between the 
present  day towns of Purcellville and Hillsboro in Loudoun County, 
Virginia. H i s  father Thomas Purcell bought 116 1/2 acres from John 
Tayloe in 1765' where he and h i s  w i f e  raised 13 children on the land he 
famed with his sons3, Thomas Pyrcell recorded h i s  last w i l l  and 
testament in 1779 .  A t  his death he intended h i s  land to be ltleased out", 
"in these troubled timesn, and the  income div ided among h i s  sans. '  Samuel 
had married Margaret Copeland at the time cf his father's w i l l .  In t h a t  
same year his first c h i l d  was born, a son Jonah P u r c e l l .  Samuel and 
Margaret were to have e igh t  more children. s' 

It is known he lived in a fieldstone house6, owned slaves7 and paid 
personal property  tax8 from 1781-1787. 

Loudoun County, during the colonial era, was an area of large 
landowners and settlement of it coincided w i t h  the period wheat was in 
demand to satisfy the British market. Wheat was a money cro and as a 
r e s u l t  numerous m i l l s  were constructed throughout t h e  county,' and would  
continue to opera te  into the next century. In I785 Samuel and one of h i s  
brothers would ask permission of the County to b u i l d  a g r i s t  mill'' (an 
o l d  mill stone rests in f r o n t  of the house today and descendants claim it 
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w a s  from their grist mill). As their business prospered, Samuel would 
buy all the land that had once been h i s  fa therkv 

In 1816 there was a severe drought in t h e  County and according to 
local legend, farmers came from all over to draw buckets  of water from 
the spring on ~amuel's property12 (this spring is still in use today). 

Provisions were made in h i s  Last will and testament that h i s  slaves 
were to be freed and a l l  debts  against them paid,  so they, as a family, 
father, daughter and children could have t h e i r  freedom, Christmas Day 
1829". Samuel died earlier that year  and was buried next to h i s  parents 
and sister at today's Potts Cemetery near ~ i l l s b o r o ' ~ ~  

By t h e  1850's Samuel's descendants had s o l d  off  most of h i s  holdings 
including the grist m i l l 1 5  and had become storekeepers and postmasters. 
By 1852 the small village where the Purce l l  store was located and post 
office became known as Purcellville. A grandson,Edmund,woukd live at 
Rich B o t t o m  Farm du r ing  t h e  Civil warlb and would be visited by northern 
troops as well as the  Confederates, w h o  camped at Snickers Gap. 

T h e  original farm would remain in t h e  Purcell family u n t i l  the  
1940's when J. Lynn Cornwell would buy i t ' b n d  a f t e r  a divorce settlement 
in 1950, h i s  wife Rhetta Cornwell would sell to Edmund  anc coast'^. The 
farm was sub-divided in 1972 and t h e  original fieldstone house with 10 
acres (parcel  # 3 )  was sold in 1994 to the present owners Arthur & 
J e n n i f e r  ~ichmond. l 9  
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GEOGRAPBIC INFORMILTSON 

verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the  Rich Bottom Farm p r o p e r t y  are described in the 
Loudoun County T a x  Maps as #35-2-3, 

Boundary ~ u s t i f  ica t ioa  

The Rich  B o t t o m  Farm nomination consists of t e n  acres with Legally . 
recorded boundaries which represent the portion of the original tract 
conveyed to Arthur  b. Richmond and J e n n i f e r  K. Richmond by deed dated 7- 
13-94, found in Laudoun County, V i rg in i a  Deed Book 1319, page 707. 
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These boundaries comprise all of the historic prope*y owned by the 
Richmond family and contains the o r i g i n a l  R i c h  B o t t o m  dwelling, 
smokehouse and springhouse, - the only known s u r v i v i n g  structures 
associated with  the o r i g i n a l  historic land boundaries. 
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R i c h  Bottom F a n ,  Loudottn County 
VDHR File No, 53-422 

Photographer: Arthur L, Richmond 
Date: June 1996 

Location of original Negatives: Property Owner-Uthur L, Richmond 
16860 Billsboro Road 
Purcallvilla, PA 

1- VIEW: South and east elevations looking northwest 
Photo 1 of 16 

2. VIEW: South elevation looking nor th  
Photo 2 of 16 

3 .  VIEW: South and nest elevations looking northeast 
Photo 3 o f  16 

4 .  VIEW: North and e a s t  elevations looking southwest 
Photo 4 of 16 

5 .  VIEW: F i r s t  f l o o r  east room lonking n o r t h e a s t  
photo 5 of I6 

6 .  VIEW: F i r s t  floor east room boxed staircase 
Photo 6 o f  16 

7 .  VIEW: First f l o o r  center room looking w e s t  
Photo 7 of 16 

8 .  VIEW: First floor c e n t e r  roan looking east 
Phato 8 of L6 

9. VIEW: F i r s t  f l o o r  west room looking west 
Photo 5 af  16 

16. VIEW: F i r s t  f l o o r  w e s t  room looking east 
Photo 10 o f  16 

11- VIEW: Second f l o o r  east room looking southeast 
Photo I1 of 16 

12. VIEW: Second. f loor  center room l ook ing  southeast 
Photo 12 of 16 
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13, VIEW: Second f l o o r  west room looking west 
Photo 13 of 16 

1 4 ,  VIEW: Secondary strructura - smokehouse looking e a s t  
Photo 14 of 16 

15. VIEW: Secondary structure - springhause looking south 
Photo 15 of 16 

16. VIEW: Secondary s t ruc ture  - springhouse and pond looking north 
Photo 16 of 16 
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